Will Christianity Survive?
of life, the recognition of his place in the unity of
the whole. It defines his relationship with the
universe. The mystic has become aware of this
cosmic fellowship: prayer is the ordinary man's
attempt to attain this fellowship.
We must not, however, avoid the problem of
petitionary prayer, for such prayer preponderates
heavily in Christian devotion and appears to be
invited directly in Christ's teaching. The implication
of His words is certainly that, given the conformity
of such intercession with His will, requests will be
answered. I suggest that we must link up the concep-
tion of petitionary prayer with that conception which
I have already outlined. A man who regularly prays
is vitalized by the growing consciousness of the unity
between himself and God, of which he is capable.
He begins to live, to direct the energy of his life
in conformity with the rhythm of all life. Anxieties,
pain, disappointments assume a new and lesser
proportion. His will is strengthened. And it may be
that because of this strengthening of will he has
himself become a greater force and God is co-
operating more fully through him. 'Ask and ye shall
receive' is not a promise contradictory to this
principle; it is rather an indication of unlimited
human potentiality, once the individual has begun
to align himself with the purpose of all Hfe and the
reality of unbroken companionship with God has
illuminated his mind.
Nothing in modern Hfe is more unfortunate than
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